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Well, there is no need for us to have 

this bitter political fight that JOE 
BIDEN worried about. Republicans have 
said there should not be a bitter polit-
ical fight. We have called on the Presi-
dent to spare the country this fight. 
The best way to avoid the fight is to 
agree to let the people decide. Give the 
people a voice, and let the next Presi-
dent put forth the nomination. That is 
certainly what the people of Wyoming 
want us to do. It is what I heard, along 
with Senator ENZI, on the telephone 
townhall meeting this past Monday, 
and that is what I heard as I traveled 
around the State of Wyoming the past 
several weekends. I will be back in Wy-
oming this weekend, and I expect to 
hear the same thing as I travel to Buf-
falo to the health fair and to commu-
nities around the State. 

That is what the American people are 
saying: Give the people a voice. They 
are saying that a seat on the Supreme 
Court should not be just another polit-
ical payoff to score points in an elec-
tion year. They are saying it should 
not be a decision for a lameduck Presi-
dent with one foot out the door. It is 
too important for that. 

The Supreme Court is functioning 
just fine with eight Justices right now. 
That is not me saying it; it is the Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court saying the 
same thing. Since Justice Scalia died 
last month, the Court has heard oral 
arguments in 10 cases. They have re-
leased written opinions in five cases. 
They have scheduled more cases for the 
rest of the term, and they are doing 
their jobs. That is exactly what Justice 
Breyer said they would do. He is a lib-
eral Supreme Court Justice who was 
appointed by President Bill Clinton. 

A reporter asked Justice Breyer 
about the death of Justice Scalia, and 
he said: ‘‘We’ll miss him, but we’ll do 
our work.’’ He said: ‘‘For the most 
part, it will not change.’’ 

So there is no urgency to fill this va-
cancy on the Supreme Court right now. 
There is no danger in waiting for the 
next President to act. There is tremen-
dous danger, however, if we rush 
through a nomination in the last few 
months of a Presidential election, to 
the nominee, to the Senate, and to the 
Nation, just as JOE BIDEN said 24 years 
ago. The stakes are very high, too high 
to let that happen. 

The people are telling us what they 
want. Eighty-eight percent of the peo-
ple in Wyoming involved in our tele-
phone townhall meeting on Monday 
said exactly that: Give the people a 
voice. We must let the people decide. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE ADDICTION AND 
RECOVERY ACT OF 2015 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-

sume consideration of S. 524, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 524) to authorize the Attorney 

General to award grants to address the na-
tional epidemics of prescription opioid abuse 
and heroin use. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 11:30 
a.m. will be equally divided between 
the two managers or their designees. 

The Senator from Mississippi. 
FILLING THE SUPREME COURT VACANCY 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I un-
derstand we are on the bill, but there 
are no speakers presently here, so I 
would like to address the Chair and my 
colleagues for a few moments about the 
matter my colleague from Wyoming 
was discussing just now, and that is the 
very serious matter of how we will fill 
the vacancy of Justice Scalia. 

I want to read to my colleagues a 
message I got from one of my constitu-
ents in Columbus, MS. As you can 
imagine, we have all received quite a 
bit of opinion from the people who put 
us in office, but I think this con-
stituent really hits it on the head when 
she says: ‘‘The next appointment is 
probably the most crucial in our his-
tory and will have ramifications on fu-
ture generations.’’ 

I really agree with that, and I think 
it is such a profound decision that we 
ought to feel comfortable, as the Sen-
ator from Wyoming just said, in letting 
the people decide. We are in the midst 
of a great debate about the direction 
our country will take, the executive 
branch will take, over the next 4 and 
possibly 8 years. 

The Court has been relatively bal-
anced, with a slight 5–4 tilt toward the 
conservative side. Clearly there is an 
effort in this city and on the part of 
some of my friends on the other side of 
the aisle to shift that balance. I think 
it is reasonable to conclude, with so 
much involved and with the ramifica-
tions on future generations, as my con-
stituent has said, that it is very appro-
priate that this be a matter of debate 
in this Presidential election and, 
frankly, in the Senate elections also. 
And I realize there is a lot of heat and 
light on this issue, but I would simply 
suggest that we are on the right track 
in letting the American people speak 
to this. 

There is another matter in this re-
gard that I have been reluctant to 
bring to the attention of my colleagues 
until today, but I think it has gotten 
to the point where we need to be re-
minded that there are rules of decorum 
that apply to this debate and to all de-
bates we have on the Senate floor. I 
would direct the Chair’s attention and 
the attention of my colleagues to rule 
XIX of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate. Paragraph 2 of that rule states: 
‘‘No Senator in debate shall, directly 
or indirectly, by any form of words im-
pute to another Senator or to other 
Senators any conduct or motive unwor-
thy or unbecoming a Senator.’’ 

I read that paragraph in its entirety 
because it is quite obvious to me, to 

my colleagues on this side of the aisle, 
and I think to objective observers, that 
what has ensued over the last week or 
two has been a concerted effort to im-
pugn the reputation and honor of the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
the distinguished Senator from Iowa, 
Mr. GRASSLEY. 

I would just suggest to my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle and particu-
larly to my friend the distinguished 
minority leader that in reviewing some 
of the statements that have been made 
on this floor—and I have them in my 
hand, although I will not read them 
again to the Chair because they are in 
the RECORD—particularly those state-
ments coming from the very top lead-
ership of the other side of the aisle, 
there has been statement after state-
ment that crosses the line, that is pro-
hibited under the rules. It is a breach 
of our rules to suggest about any other 
Senator motives unworthy or unbe-
coming of a Senator. 

I hope we can continue this debate, 
and certainly we will, but I hope we 
will confine it to the merits of the 
issue, and there are merits on both 
sides. This is not the place to conduct 
an election or reelection campaign— 
the floor of the Senate is not that 
place—and it seems to me that in re-
cent days that line has been crossed 
and crossed repeatedly. 

I will get back to my original point. 
We are prepared to let the American 
people speak on this issue, and it is of 
vital importance not just for the next 4 
years but perhaps for the next decade, 
two decades, or three decades. And I 
would ask us to dial the rhetoric back, 
dial the heat back, and stay on the 
issues. We are comfortable making the 
case that this is a decision that should 
be left to the American people. 

I thank the Chair for giving me the 
time. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
want to take a few minutes to describe 
the funding that my substitute amend-
ment for S. 524, the Comprehensive Ad-
diction and Recovery Act of 2016, is in-
tended to authorize. 

Section 202 of the amendment au-
thorizes SAMHSA’s grants to prevent 
prescription drug/opioid overdose-re-
lated deaths. These grants were appro-
priated $12 million in H.R. 2029, the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
2016. The specific appropriating lan-
guage is located on page 50 of the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education report to H.R. 
2029. 

Section 204 authorizes the COPS 
Anti-Heroin Task Force and Anti- 
Methamphetamine Task Force. These 
two task forces were appropriated $7 
million each in H.R. 2029, for a total of 
$14 million. The specific appropriating 
language is located in paragraphs three 
and four under the section entitled 
‘‘Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices’’, on page 70 of H.R. 2029. 

Section 301 authorizes SAMHSA’s 
grants for targeted capacity expan-
sion—medicated assisted treatments. 
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